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kings, and  that in  later times  the  priests of Sandan at
Tarsus wore the royal purple.1
S 5. Hittite Gods at Tarsus and Sardes
Now we have traced the religion of Tarsus back by The
a double thread to the Hittite religion of Cappadocia.
One thread joins the Baal of Tarsus, with his grapes and Hercules
his corn, to the god of Ibreez. The other thread unites otafado
the Sandan of Tarsus, with his lion and his double axe, 5&&ms to
to the similar figure at Boghaz - Keui. Without being a
unduly fanciful, therefore, we may surmise that the Sandon- deity-
Hercules of Lydia was also a Hittite god, and that the
Heraclid dynasty of Lydia were of Hittite blood. Certainly
the influence, if not the rule, of the Hittites extended to
Lydia; for at least two rock - carvings accompanied by
Hittite inscriptions are still to be seen in the country.
Both of them attracted the attention of the ancient 'Greeks,
One of them represents a god or warrior in Hittite costume
armed with a spear and bow. It is carved on the face of a
grey rock, which stands out conspicuous on a bushy hillside,
where an old road runs through a glen from the valley of
the Hermus to the valley of the Cayster. The place is now
called Kara-Bel. Herodotus thought that the figure re-
presented the Egyptian king and conqueror Sesostris.2
The other monument is a colossal seated figure of the
Mother of the Gods, locally known in antiquity as Mother
Plastene. It is hewn out of the solid rock and occupies a
large niche in the face of a cliff at the steep northern foot of
Mount Sipylus.8 Thus it would seem that at some time or
other the Hittites carried their arms to the shores of the
Aegean. There is no improbability, therefore, in the view
that a Hittite dynasty may have reigned at Sardes.4
1 See above, p. 143.                            cit. iv. 752-759 ;  L. Messerschmidt,
a Herodotus, ii. 106; G.PerrotetCh.     op. zit. pp.  37 sg., pi.  xxxix.  I ; J.
Chipiez, Histoire de PArt dans FAnti-      Garstang,  The Land of the Hittites^
quitl^ iv. 742-752; L. Messerschmidt,      pp.  167-170, with plate liii.    Unlike
Corpus   Inscriptionum   Hettiticarum^      most Hittite sculptures the  figure of
pp. 33-37, with plates xxxvii., xxxviii;     Mother Plastene is carved almost in
J. Garstang, The Land of the Hittites,      the  round.     The  inscriptions which
pp. 170-173, with plate liv.                      accompany both these Lydian monu-
3 Pausanias, iii. 24. 2, v. 13. 7 with     ments are much defaced.
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